Belfast Intergenerational Applications 2009/2010

Successful Applications

1. Star Neighbourhood Centre 
“Senior Citizens Cross Community Intergenerational Cultural Project”

The project aims to bring together youth and senior citizens groups from the New Lodge, Carrickhill, Mountvernon and Shore road areas, being intergenerational and also cross community.  The focus of the project is to bring all these groups together to create a float for St Patrick’s Day.  It will involve six cross community/generation sessions with an art facilitator to design the float, trip to St Patrick’s grave, tour of women’s jail in Downpatrick, meal in the Slieve Donard and attendance at the St Patrick’s Day parade.

Total cost - £3530 additional to be made up by other funders.
2. Newhill Youth & Community Centre Association “Sharing stories, skills and knowledge”

The NYCCA is situated in the Upper Springfield area and their proposed project will involve younger and older members of the local community with the first session focusing around Halloween.  The two groups will be split into teams dressing up in themed costumes, take part in a quiz and finish off with a disco.  Following this initial fun night the aim is to meet up at facilitated sessions involving skills exchanges with activities including internet skills, mobile phone skills, sewing, knitting, crocheting, patch work and cooking.
3. Newington Day Centre “Transage Christmas Mosaic Project”

The Newington Day Centre offers support for older people to live within their community, social activities and also training and support for carers.  The project will bring together elderly members who attend the day centre with pupils from the local primary school close to the centre.  Running for approx 5 weeks the older and younger participants will design and produce a piece of ceramic art each and also have a joint community safety talk focusing on the importance of keeping safe coming up to Christmas.

4. West 50+ Forum (VSB Afternoon Delight) “Intergenerational Action”

This group is made up of representatives from older peoples groups throughout West Belfast.  VSB facilitates Afternoon Delight a radio programme by older people for older people covering relevant issues such as health, fire safety, access to benefits etc.  The aim of the project is to involve pupils from schools all over Belfast, university students and Young Citizens in Action to take part in focus groups with the West 50+ forum.  These focus groups will involve the IG group recording shows on common subjects which will be aired on Feile Fm and also copied onto CDs which can be distributed to schools, community groups, charities etc.  A launch event will also be held and other radio stations approached.
5. VSB Belfast “Intergenerational Action”

VSB propose to involve young people aged 16+ with older people classed as socially isolated in this project.  The project will aim to hold workshops with the IG group discussing issues such as homelife, social interests, community safety, school life, media attention (articles from local press, TV, radio etc).  Information will be recorded from these sessions and also through the use of photographs, questionnaires and flip pad feedback to be presented in a publication.  VSB Young Citizens in Action produce a quarterly magazine called Action; this publication will be a special addition with the focus being on the benefits of intergenerational work.  The name will be decided by the younger and older people involved and will be available as hard copy and also on the website.  A promotional event will be held to launch the intergenerational magazine and also to celebrate the work of those taking part.

6. Glencairn Residents Association “Bridge the Gap Project”

The idea for this project has come about through consultation with young and old within the Glencairn community.  Young people found they were portrayed negatively by the older people and in turn this had caused a lot of mistrust between the two groups.  The project schedule is as follows – a get to know each other speed dating type session, an information day where young and all can challenge the stereotypes surrounding them (incorporating interviews for the Glencairn Youth Initiative newsletter), an IG talent evening with food and entertainment, a session on computer skills and modern technologies and a session where the older people will bring forward their skills.  This programme will finish off with a day trip for the IG group and a documentary DVD of the project will be produced to be aired to the whole Glencairn Community.
7. St Vincent De Paul (Turflodge) “Feel safe, keep safe, be safe”
This organisation operates in the Turf Lodge area of West Belfast, aiming to combat poverty through supporting education and providing social activities for all ages.  The proposed project involves six art sessions and six dance sessions (2 for children, 2 for older people and 2 joint sessions.  All the activities will result in an evening of showcasing the results through a concert and display of works.  As a final celebration the IG group will take part in a trip to a place of interest (decided by the IG group) where they can have fun and build on friendships.
8. Morton Community Committee “Morton Befrienders Group”

This group operates in the Windsor ward of Belfast offering social activities and addressing the needs of the whole community and plans to bring local teenagers together with residents of a nearby fold.  The proposed project will involve a get to know each other session, an interview session on subjects chosen by both age groups, a old cinema session (classic cinema club), a wax candle making session and a trip to a local museum (Belfast City Hall, Clifton House, Fernhill House).

9. Sandy Row Community Centre “Blythe Street Old and New”
The Sandy Row Centre works in partnership with the community offering all ages educational, social and community activities.  The aim is to bring together long term older residents of Sandy Row and local teenagers to improve strained relations and build trust and friendships.  Respect, reminiscence and recording memory are key to the proposed project with the programme as follows – 
· Engagement with Sandy Row Youth Forum in preparation for meeting older people

· Delivery of 2 youth sessions from CSU/FASA – Drugs & alcohol, costs of anti social behaviour, attacks on the emergency services

· Workshops with older people from the local fold to prepare for reminiscence work

· Delivery of session on personal safety for older people in the community

· 6 joint recorded sessions – life in the 2nd World War, Sandy Row pre television days, Sandy Row in the 60s and 70s, older peoples experience of living in a fold, vice versa interview sessions what each group thinks of one another.

A booklet/DVD will be produced using all info and experiences recorded throughout the project which will be launched to celebrate the work.
10. Presbyterian Board of Social Witness (Corkey House) “Building Relationships”

Corkey House is purpose built residential care home for older people situated in the Forthriver area of North Belfast.  The home has been subject to incidents of nuisance from local primary school children such as golf balls being thrown at window and burning paper set on window sills.  The aim of the project is to link with the school to educate the children about the homes purpose and introduce them to the older people and to hold art sessions over a 6-8 week period finally producing an artistic feature for the railings between the buildings.  This artwork would then be launched to celebrate all participants’ achievements.

